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A program that connects the world

This educational program, in collaboration with The Ohio State University (OSU) in the U.S,,
aims to develop international social startup talents who can build an Inclusive Smart Society—
a society where people of diverse backgrounds, including age, gender, region, language, and
disabilities, can play leading roles equally—by utilizing innovative technologies.

p
B Study abroad expenses
supported by the university * Social startups

In ISS-PBL, Students from the * Business contests
University of Tsukuba and OSU will
form mixed Japan-US teams to
propose solutions to address issues for Real-world
the realization of an ISS. Students who application
present exceptional proposals at the
final presentation will be sent to OSU.

Overseas ISS program
J ( on-site study in the US )

Advanced
theory

ISS-PBL

( online group work )

Fundamental
theory

Introduction :
to ISS1andll ISS Festival

( online discussion )

( online event )

—— @ Multidisciplinary Subjects / Graduate General Education Courses

* Introduction to ISS | : Fall AB, theoretical lectures
* Introduction to ISS Il © Fall C+Spring Vacation, practical lectures
* ISS-PBL - Fall C+Spring Vacation, lectures + project-based learning

Classes in English
Participants will develop solid English language abilities !

On-demand courses
Classes are streamed through the JV-Campus platform !

Interaction with OSU students

Engage in chat discussions as part of the Introduction to ISS courses !
In ISS-PBL, University of Tsukuba students will form teams with OSU
students and work together!

What is the ISS Festival ?

It's an online, virtual festival that includes e-sports,
dance, music, art, and more, all of which can serve as case study material.
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® Introduction to ISS |

Lectures on the fundamentals of ISS, focusing on people,
technologies, governance, and policy

For Undergraduates For Graduates

Course

I 1290181

0A00320

Graduate General Education Courses /
1credit / Fall AB by request

Course
details

Multidisciplinary Subjects / 1credit /
Fall AB by request

Course

e Introduction to Inclusive Smart Society [

® Introduction to ISS I

Lectures that develop students' ideas, knowledge, and skills at turning the
theories of ISS into reality through case studies in areas such as popular
culture, comparative religion, and sports

For Undergraduates For Graduates

Course

ST 1290191

0A00321

Graduate General Education Courses /
1credit / Fall C+Spring Vacation by request

Course
details

Multidisciplinary Subjects / 1credit /
Fall C+Spring Vacation by request

Course

. Introduction to Inclusive Smart Society II

® ISS-PBL

University of Tsukuba students and OSU students form mixed teams in
project-based learning focused on the realization of ISS

For Undergraduates For Graduates

Course

number 1490014

0A00322

Course
details

Multidisciplinary Subjects / 1credit /
Fall C+Spring Vacation by request

Graduate General Education Courses /
1credit / Fall CtSpring Vacation by request

Course
name

Inclusive Smart Society PBL

PBL: Problem / Project Based Learning. An educational method in which
students learn the processes involved in deeply exploring a problem
and applying their knowledge to solve it.

*  While the PBL course can be taken on its own, this course is based on the
material studied in Introduction to ISS I and II , so students are
recommended to take Introduction to ISS I and 1I first.
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Schedule Events

Sep-Oct #wigssm
TGSWA DS

Participation in the
Tsukuba Conference/TGSW

October IssiE®1

Introduction to
Inclusive Smart Society I

January  iss#isI

Introduction to Inclusive Smart Society Il

ISS-PBL
Inclusive Smart Society PBL

Timing Varies  iss-PBLEBRENTYI—> Y v TifE X
RR{ERSEAIZZE)dH ) Internship Program for ISS-PBL Winners
EHRETO7SL R

Short-Term Visit Programs

ISS7TAFT1IN)L
ISS Festival

B 2CEFENEM
Students travel to the partner countries| @ |E=
B FREZH/ TGSW RETREICHESNIERZH

The Tsukuba Conference and Tsukuba Global Science Week are
international conferences held in alternating years.




FHEDE Voices of Students

ISSTICEHIULT Participating in ISS I

Inclusive Smart Society EWSZBEHMET—ICDOWT., ZHE/N\vIIS0V REHED
FELERIDTLIEFERICHBHTLR, BRDEZADNCNETORRICKESHES
NTHEY. BRICESTEHREYFERLCRTED. BLHEAEPHEBHETIEAT LERC
TlGWwzeickIhEhELlk, MEEZEMNICRAZIRELTIFRICHEEETL,

The experience of discussing the interdisciplinary theme of an inclusive smart

society with people from diverse backgrounds was highly stimulating. It became
evident that one’s thinking is significantly shaped by past experiences and that
what feels self-evident to one person may not necessarily hold true in different
cultural or community contexts. This experience was also immensely valuable as

FRAKZF/ AFHHRERZF MR
UT / Graduate School of
Comprehensive Human Sciences

training to approach issues from multiple perspectives.

OSUZEHMLT Visiting OSU

BADBEIHPLEVWTLEES OSUEI. ChETODREVICLZBELELGDIHEN
DHFITENTOVE L, ThDS5BFEEATIVEMRLES. BERICEELT, LoD
FBSe@EABLEWVWTY, CORBREE NI, KWVKRELGHAICEFHEL, BSD
AIREEZ LT TWERWTTY,

They seemed to shine with confidence gained from previous learning and

anticipation for their further growth. | will continue to study hard to greatly
improve both my language skills and technical abilities, and | hope to discuss WEAF / BITHE
with them again in the future. | will take advantage of these experiences to start UT / School of Science and
exploring a bigger world and expand my possibilities. Engineering

FREKZEZHRAULT Visiting UT

REPSEDFERZEL, BRIGRHAKHEPCREZIEELGLHEBRD TEEL,
Tl AEZMOZEEBMLUALERBERIIHNKRN T, REHRFEMETSHMIcEoT
BELGRERTL BALGHSHZRD. BULRBE—EDEMELEY . SROMEP
HEICBIIBHNERDOE—SELGEBIETLLD,

Experiencing judo and kyudo was a valuable cultural immersion through which |
learned respect, traditions, and honor in each respective discipline. One
extremely memorable event was joining the activity class with the physical
education undergraduate students. As a PhD student studying physical
education, this experience was extremely valuable to me. Through collaboration,
we strengthened our bonds, and the friendships | made are ones | will cherish
for my lifetime and will serve as the beginning of collaborations in research and
education.

FINAFMILKE /

HE - NREREFER

OSU / College of Education and
Human Ecology

FUEARZEZ5HRILT Visiting UT

HEAFDOZELZRL. HOOMBICOVWTERTLIFIERICEBKRNMERT LT,
BAT. BRDBFIELHBRLBYVENSHLRLS7 TO—FTITONTIVSRAZERE
TBHILET HEEHEBNICEDLSICHATEBDHIICOVWTEZLDTREEFTEHIL

DTEFLR.

Talking with various UT students and learning about their work was an
FINAAMTIAZE / STIRH interesting experience. Observing similar, yet different, research being done
0SU / College of Arts and abroad has given me a lot to consider in how scientists can collaborate globally.

Sciences
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Message from the Professor
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An inclusive society ensures that everyone can live with equality, dignity, and opportunity —regardless
of age, gender, region, language, or disability. However, public services provided by governments and
municipalities often cater to the majority, leaving minority groups with insufficient support. To address
this challenge, social startups —businesses that balance social impact with financial sustainability —are
gaining increasing attention.

This program is designed to foster globally minded innovators in collaboration with The Ohio State
University (OSU), one of the largest and most prestigious universities in the United States. We offer
three interdisciplinary courses (ISS |, I, and PBL) to equip students with a well-rounded foundation
across various disciplines, including the humanities and social sciences, physical education, the arts,
and engineering. Students will also engage in group work to develop essential skills such as language
proficiency, leadership, and entrepreneurial thinking. In addition to these courses, we provide
opportunities for short-term study at OSU and meaningful online communication with OSU students,
fostering cross-cultural collaboration and global perspectives.

The future of society is in your hands. Join us, and let’s shape a better world together |
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Takashi Matsushima Program Leader (

Institute of Systems and Information Engineering / Professor

ISS Program Website :

https://inclusive-smart-society.edu.tsukuba.ac.jp




